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Dear Foundation of NACE Supporters,

In retrospect, 2022 was a challenging year. "Permacrisis," Collins Dictionary's 2022 Word of the Year, aptly
describes the unpredictability we faced then – recovery from the pandemic, war, inflation, and climate
change.

Even with these unique challenges and curveballs thrown our way, we made some significant
achievements.  At Experience 2022, our theme was celebrating the past, and "rebuilding the future".  The
Foundation formed a strategic alliance with NACE, embraced innovation, and overcame operational hurdles
with the help of Shawn Elmore and Impact Association Management.  We also invested another $20,000 in
the scholarship endowment fund, bringing us closer to our $1 million goal.

As Trustees, we know our vibrant community of industry leaders, emerging professionals, entrepreneurs,
and change-makers are all part of shaping the future of catering and events.  The Foundation is proud of our
industry partners and NACE members who work tirelessly to advance the catering and events industry, and
we thank everyone for your commitment and passion.

A special thank you to all our 2022 corporate sponsors – Tito’s, Premiere Events, Sterling Caviar, Instawork,
and Wedding IQ as well as our members who donated to the Foundation’s Giving Tree program. To all the
chapters and members that made donations to the Foundation, we appreciate you!

The Foundation supports the importance of providing education, developing new leaders, and assisting our
Chapters.  Since 1985, we've built a legacy for future professionals, supporting NACE with over $250,000
for student and working professional scholarships, as well as, providing chapter assistance.  We thank the
NACE members, chapters, donors, sponsors, and volunteers for making this possible. Your financial
support helps us to fulfill our mission.

Scholarships support industry trailblazers at all levels and of all ages, including senior NACE members
wanting to share their knowledge and give back to their chapters.  We also fund educational programming,
and in 2022 the Foundation provided chapters with $3,000 in speaker reimbursements to equip our
members with the tools and knowledge to excel in their careers and flourish.

In an ever-changing, complex world, it’s important to remember our history, celebrate the present, and look
towards the future.  It requires creative thinking and skilled, dedicated professionals to continue to keep the
future bright for our industry, and the Foundation Trustees are up for the challenge.

On a personal note, I want to recognize all the Foundation Trustees and supporters.  I would never have had
this opportunity without you believing in me.  It’s been a true honor to serve on the Foundation Board,
especially as your 2022 President, and this will always be a highlight in my NACE career.  Thank you for
providing me with that opportunity. I wish the Trustees and Foundation continued success in their
endeavors.

Warmest Regards,

Tracey B. Amernick, CPCE
2022 Foundation of NACE President



 2022 Foundation of NACE Board of

Trustees 

Timothy Lam, CHT, CGSP
Foundation Trustee
Executive Director 
The International School of
Hospitality 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Terry Shields, CPCE, CSEP
Immediate Past President
Owner 
Terry Shields Event Design
Addison, Texas 

Christina Alvarado, MBA,
CPCE 
Foundation Trustee 
Owner, Chief Experience Officer
Juve Productions
Austin, Texas 

Kevin Dennis, CPCE
Foundation Trustee
Owner 
Fantasy Sound Event Services
Livermore, California 

Dana Blaugrund, CPCE, CWC
President-Elect
Communications Director
Urban Family Concepts
Dallas, Texas 

Delores Crum, CERP
Foundation Trustee
President and Chief Culture Officer
Premiere Events and Premiere Select 
Austin, Texas

Virginia Santa Ines, CPCE, CWC
Foundation Trustee
Senior Catering Sales Executive
San Jose Marriott
San Jose, California
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Dave Buckley, CSEP
Foundation Trustee
Financial Services Professional
New York Life Insurance Company
Atlantic City, New Jersey

Tracey Amernick, CPCE
Foundation President
Owner
Exclusive Events by Tracey
San Diego, California

Gary McCreary, CMP, CPCE,
CSEP
Secretary/Treasurer
Las Vegas, Nevada



Chapter Support 
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Signature Speaker Series

The Foundation of NACE is known for its commitment towards education for
chapters and members. The Signature Speaker Series program helps chapters
bring in top-notch speakers for webinars and in-person chapter meetings. This
comprehensive program is highlighted by a speaker directory, providing chapter
leaders with a lineup of vetted speakers and specially negotiated rates.
Additionally, resources for chapter leaders on speaker selection and
management are provided.

"There were such wonderful people who attended the event and it was a great
experience to speak with everyone. Jennifer did amazing with her presentation,

she focused on the most important aspects of the event industry, networking, and
personal happiness."

Robin Denny
Greater Seattle Chapter

"You are doing an amazing job
supporting the chapters. Thank you!"

Kellie Mendoza
Phoenix Chapter

"We love this program!"
Amber Scott

Austin Chapter

"Thank you FON for being so supportive of our
chapter's educational and membership growth."

Renee Pool
Houston Chapter

5

“The Foundation of NACE Speaker Series has been the biggest life saver for our chapter
and me, as Director of Programs. Coming out of COVID we felt education needed to be a
top priority to keep members engaged and the Speaker Series made that possible. It is a

really daunting task to find good, knowledgeable and powerful speakers…especially when
so many have left the industry, but the series made it so easy! We have utilized 3 separate

speakers and they have all been amazing. As I pass the baton to another Programs
Director, I plan to mention this tool from the beginning so our chapter can keep moving
forward. PLUS I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the added bonus of the potential to

earn an educational grant for using the series. We are so thankful for this tool to improve
our chapter!”

Hannah Spurlock
Richmond Chapter
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In 2022, the Foundation of NACE provided support for the NACE Evolve and
Experience conferences. These conferences are vital to the ongoing success of
NACE members, and the Foundation is proud to sponsor them. The Foundation
recognizes the importance of providing members with opportunities to learn, grow
and connect with other professionals in the industry.

Moving forward, the Foundation of NACE remains committed to supporting NACE
and its members in advancing their careers and the industry as a whole. We
understand the value of investing in our community and providing the necessary
resources to facilitate professional growth. We will continue to work alongside
NACE to ensure that members have access to the tools and resources they need
to succeed.

Education Support
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Scholarships

Grace Schuler
Drexel University
Philadelphia, PA

 
Foundation of NACE scholarships provide aid that supports tuition, travel, leadership training,
and professional development to those who want a career in the catering and events industry. 

 

The Vince DeFinis Scholarship Program honors the founder of the first NACE chapter, 
Vincent DeFinis, CPCE, of NACE in Philadelphia, and is designed to offer support to 
undergraduate students in the hospitality industry. The Vince DeFinis Scholarship is the 
Foundation’s most prestigious student scholarship. 

 
The Foundation of NACE Scholarship provides support to student members and members in
the hospitality industry who demonstrate leadership abilities. 

"As I work my way through Drexel University’s five-year hospitality
management program, I will think of you often as it is thanks to you

that I will be able to focus more on my classes and less on my
financial situation. While it is a difficult time for everyone in the

hospitality field due to the past two-plus years wreaking havoc on the
industry, I am still motivated by the idea of developing events that

resolve hard issues and find solutions for those in need. I believe with
this career I can make a difference that can improve lives. It is also a
great honor to be awarded a scholarship related to my chosen field

and I appreciate you making it available through NACE." 

Erin Darisay
San Diego, CA

"I plan to use the scholarship to attend
Experience 2022 and to take the necessary

classes to study then take the CPCE exam this
year.  I also plan on continuing my education

and taking hospitality and leadership classes so
that I can better participate on the San Diego
NACE board of directors and mentor up-and-

coming leaders." 

Erin Dennis, CPCE
Charlotte, NC

"I am deeply honored to be the recipient of the 2022
Foundation of NACE Scholarship. NACE has been a

very special part of both my professional and personal
life for the last 26 years. As, the longest member of our

chapter, I am a mentor, leader, and connector to our
members, and I am eager to share with my chapter
everything I learn at the Experience Conference in
Orlando.  I am truly grateful for this opportunity." 
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FOUNDATION OF NACE 
COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET 
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Individual Donors 
The Foundation of NACE receives the support of many catering and event professionals.
We would like to thank our most generous donors. 

Foundation Patrons ($25,000+) 
Joe Mahoney, CPCE 

Foundation Fellows ($10,000 – $24,999) 
Timothy Lam, CHT, CGSP 
Michel Malecot

Foundation Friend ($5,000 – $9,999) 
Ed DiAntonio, CPCE, CMP 
Kevin Brant
Lisa Hopkins Barry, CPCE, CMP 

Diamond ($2,000 – $4,999) 
Tracey Amernick, CPCE
Terry Shields, CPCE, CSEP

Ruby ($1,000 – $1,999) 
Lisa Carruth, CPCE 
Amber Allen, CPCE
Dana Blaugrund, CPCE, CWC
James Filtz, CPCE, CMP, CHE

Emerald ($500 – $999) 
Scott Malouche
Robin Denny
Kevin Dennis
Jill Vidal-Raines
Virginia Santa Ines, CPCE, CWC

Sapphire ($250 – $499) 
Jill Heltman
Valerie Vollmer, CSEP
Lawrence Leonard, CAE, CMP
Morgan Clarey

Garnet ($100 – $249) 
Brandon Rojas
Michelle Stansfield, CPCE
Jennifer Burns
Christie Osborne
Julie Teran
Julie Pflueger, CPCE
Roderick Westmaas
Jennifer Bishop
Andrea Barreto
Vanessa Nunez

Benefactors 
Linwood Campbell, CPCE 
Walt Nemeth, CPCE  

Walter Nemeth, CPCE
Steve Kemble 

Zena Phillips, CPCE, CMP
Harvey Stern, CPCE, CMP 

Morgan Montgomery, CPCE, CMP 
Delores Crum, CERP
David Buckley, CSEP
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Jeffrey Sedacca
Michael Dwork
Monique Studak

Christina Alvarado, CPCE
Diane O'Brien
Charlotte Hyatt
David Haber

Frank Ambrosino
Cathy Pennington

Mary Quintanar
AJ Dadetto
Samantha Radandt
John Zucco

Frank Guertler
Noel Iverson
Aleya Harris, CPCE
Clara Hough, CPCE

Gary L. McCreary, CPCE, CMP, CSEP 

Greg Casella, CPCE 
Donnell Bayot, Ph.D., CPCE, CHE, CFBE 

Christine Hayden, CPCE
Craig Howard
Anne Carey
Jyll Vertuno
Amber Scheer
Gary Baumann
Michele Edison
Don Mamone
Marci Guttenberg,
CPCE
Kate Patay

DyAnn Andrews
Richard Buchsbaum,
CPCE
Leigh Tidwell
Victoria Escobar
Doug Quattrini, CPCE
Eddie Hughes
Linwood Campbell, CPCE
Laura Silva, CPCE
Nicole Benvenutti
Jim Hagy

Tracey Morris, CPCE
Amelia Wood
Timothy W. Koerner
Kay Lau
David Yen Hsieh
Jerry Edwards, CPCE
Peter Gunther, CPCE



 

Corporate Donors 
The Foundation of NACE would like to thank our Corporate Donors for their generous
support. 
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